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Xia Jing Shan is recognized as the first Buddhist Art Maestro Across Centuries. He has inherited the
tradition and also innovated the art of Chinese calligraphy and painting. His Buddhist art transcended
beyond the conventional standards set for religious images, opening up a new epoch-crossing aesthetic
realm that is elegant and otherworldly. Due to his spiritual training and philosophy in 1988, Master Xia
decided to dedicate the remainder of his life to creating Buddhist paintings, hoping for his art to benefit
the general public. The Avalokitesvara works have been collected in the National Palace Museum in
Beijing, the National Museum of China, and Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum. Master Xia had also
trained calligraphy and Chinese painting talents around the world. In 2014, he established the "Xia Jing
Shan Arts and Culture Foundation" in Taiwan to promote oriental culture and Buddhist art.

At the beginning of 2021, the "Xia Jing Shan Arts and Culture Foundation" and the "Fo Guang Shan
Foundation For Buddhist Culture and Education" jointly planned the "Jing Shan Avatamsaka - Maestro
of Buddhist Art: Xia Jing Shan's Bodhisattva Exhibition". The exhibition includes Manjusri and
Samantabhadra, representing the aspirations of the Hua Yan (Avatamsaka) world; Avalokitesvara who
has great compassion and will save suffering when hears their voice; Skanda who guards samgharama
and defeats tirthika; and Arhats who abide by dharma. Bodhisattva's posture is unrestrained and
graceful, solemn and beautiful. Meanwhile, the exotic appearance of Bodhisattva is exhibited. Master
Xia’s calligraphy is also exhibited. It shows his practice experience of dharma and conveys Buddhist
wisdom. The paintings on display are vivid and profound. We hope that in a world where disasters are
spreading and people are in a panic, Master's pen and brush will give the world stability and strength.
People can gain wisdom and settle down their minds from Master Xia's art.

Since Master Xia passed away in 2019, the "Xia Jing Shan Arts and Culture Foundation" has
undertaken the mission of Master Xia and continued to let the world understand the grand meaning of
Xia Jing Shan's art through exhibitions, academic exchanges, and creative cultural activities. Since its
establishment, the Foundation has been committed to alliances with important cultural organizations
around the world, such as Fo Guang Shan, Nanjing University, the Centre of Buddhist Studies at SOAS,
the European Network on Cultural Management and Policy, Prague College, University of Lisbon, the
Center for China-U.S. Cooperation at the University of Denver, etc. We jointly promote Xia's aesthetics
to the world. 2020 was an opportunity for the Foundation to step up to the next level. The Foundation
officially obtained the authorization from the Sotheby's Institute of Art in London to jointly organize
"XJS & Sotheby's Institute of Art - Oriental Art Premier Course". The goal is to integrate one of the top
art education institutions and the abundant religious art resources of the Foundation. In the future, it will
focus more on the promotion of various global arts and cultural activities, and make efforts to develop
Xia Jing Shan's artistic school, and promote Master's lifelong commitment to cultural inheritance.
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About Xia Jing Shan
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Born in Weifang of Shandong Province, China in 1923, Xia Jing Shan (1923-2019) arrived in Taiwan

with the Nationalist government in 1949. While in Taiwan, Xia became a Buddhist practitioner under

the guidance of Master Nan Ting and was later under the tutelage of Nan Huai-Chin. It was during
this time that he began building a solid foundation for his Buddhist practice. He also taught painting in
Taiwan and mentored a group of Chinese calligraphy and painting talents.

Xia moved to the United States in the 1970s, where he promoted Chinese culture to prominent figures
including two American presidents and a governor of the State of California. He was adamant about
preserving Chinese culture and funded or raised money on several occasions to restore important
Buddhist temples in China.

In 1988, Xia decided to make Buddhist painting his main creative endeavor in life, hoping for his art
to benefit the general public. He returned to China in 1994 and founded the Jing Shan College of Art
in Beijing, where he was engaged in charity school for over two decades. A collection of his Buddhist
portraits, Buddha Collection was published in 2009, which includes 5,163 Buddhist paintings that
Master Xia and his apprentices had created throughout the years. Praised as the "portraiture version of
The Chinese Buddhist Canon", this collection shows Master Xia's prominent influence in the field of
Buddhist art.

Since 2010, Xia began exhibiting around the world. His art is also collected by major international
museums. Master Xia founded the Xia Jing Shan Arts and Culture Foundation in Taiwan in 2014, with
the mission of preserving the legacy of Buddhist art and to promote Chinese culture and art through
philanthropic endeavors. In 2019, he was appointed the Permanent Honorary President of the World
Buddhist Forum. On September 23, Master Xia passed away in Los Angeles, the US.
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Exhibitions and Archives
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"Master of Buddhist Paintings: An Exhibition of
Buddha Portraits by Xia Jing Shan", Famen Temple,

2009

Shaanxi.
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"Buddha Archives-Xia Jing Shan's Buddha Painting

Exhibition", Palace of Prolonged Happiness, Palace

Museum, Beijing
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"Xia Jing Shan's Buddha Painting Exhibition", Dafo
Temple, Guangdong.
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"Los Angeles Fine Art Show: Historic & Traditional",

2012

Los Angeles Convention Center, Los Angeles.
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"Xia Jing Shan Buddhist Art Exhibition" at the
"Buddha's Skull Relic Blessing Ceremony", Macau East

Asian Games Dome, Macau.
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"Xia Jing Shan Art Exhibition", National Museum of
China, Beijing.
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"Niushou - Infinite Art — Contemporary Maestro, Xia Jing

Shan Calligraphy and Painting Art Exhibition", Niushou

Mountain Usnisa Palace, Nanjing.
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Xia Jing Shan's Online Exhibition: A Series of
Avalokitesvara.
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"Jing Shan Classic - Maestro of the Buddhist Art: Xia

Jing Shan's Exhibition", Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum,
Kaohsiung.
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Jing Shan Classic - Maestro of the Buddhist Art: Xia Jing
Shan's Online Exhibition
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"Jing Shan I$vara - Maestro of the Buddhist Arts: Xia Jing

Shan's Avalokitesvara Exhibition", Fo Guang Shan Taipei
Vihara, Taipei
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Archives
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Asian Art Museum, San Francisco
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Palace Museum, Beijing
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BRI 1965 AL 1996

BEEAAR 5 162.9x91.4 cm KRR - 96x74 cm
Seven Sages of Bamboo Grove, Xia Jing Shan, Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
color on paper ink and color on paper
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National Museum of China
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HELEAR » 110x70 cm

Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
color on silk
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Xia Jing Shan Academy, Nanjing

University
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Drinking Tea under the Tree, Xia
Jing Shan, ink and color on paper
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Fo Guang Shan Buddha Museum
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Niushoushan Buddhist Cultural Fo Guang Shan Taipei Vihara

Development Foundation
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EHiL > 1998 EHIL > 1999

FEOAA - 780x180 cm TR EFHEHA > 93x56 cm
Buddha, Xia Jing Shan, color Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
on paper ink and color on paper
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EFil o 2005
AU » 190.5x77.5 cm

Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
color on paper
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Master Xia Jing Shan had extensive knowledge of ancient Chinese
paintings and Buddhist scriptures. Since 1988, he had focused on
creating paintings of Buddhist Gods. In order to show the sacred
feeling of the Bodhisattva's compassion, Xia Jing Shan used
traditional literati painting elements and decorative technique which
made the scene full of tension. He outlined the vivid textures of the
Bodhisattva's holdings, lotus seats, clothing patterns, and mounts,
which are rigorous and delicate, vivid and content. Master Xia also
used the realistic techniques of contemporary Western paintings on
his creations. They are rich in color and with diverse perspectives.
The inscriptions are more integrated into the enlightenment of
Master Xia in the practice of Buddhism. The pictures and texts
reflect each other and attract people’s attention.
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1 194.5x78.2 cm

, Xia Jing Shan,

Samantabhadra
color on silk
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EFL > 2012 0 AKEFRGAA » 138.2x73 cm
Avatamsaka Trinity, Xia Jing Shan, ink and color on paper
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PEARA > 138.4x73.2 cm HEBAEA > 138x73.4 cm FEAA > 138x74 cm
Samantabhadra, Xia Jing Shan, | Sakyamuni, Xia Jing Shan, Marijusri, Xia Jing Shan,
color on paper color on silk color on paper
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KBF AL 0 132.7x65.5 cm
Skanda, Xia Jing Shan, ink and color on paper
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HIFIL > 2005 » A > 135.6x66.7 cm
Avalokitesvara and Skanda, Xia Jing Shan, color on silk
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Dragon King Worships Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan

color on paper
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Avalokitesvara with Lotus, Xia Jing Shan, ink and color on paper
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FHEMEAR > 94x47 cm AR > 165x76 cm
Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,

color on silk color on paper
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Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan, Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
color on paper color on silk

Avalokitesvara, Xia Jing Shan,
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Arhat
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Arhat series in Xia's artworks clearly showed his mastery of
Buddhist portraits and also the formation of a profound tradition
for the art form. This time, it exhibits Xia's Arhat painted in 1995.
From facial appearances and physical gestures, Xia Jing Shan
ingeniously depicts portraits of every Arhat with his own characters
and presence.
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CEREE (IRIPBiss ) )
B > 1995
KB EAEAR > 67x46 cm

Arhat (Vanavasin), Xia Jing Shan,
ink and color on silk

CHEEE (Rt ) )
BHiL o 1995
KB EAHAR > 67x46 cm

Arhat (Pantaka), Xia Jing Shan,
ink and color on silk

CHEDE (HPUESE) )

HHiI - 1995

KB EAEAR > 67x46 cm
Arhat (Pindola), Xia Jing Shan,
ink and color on silk

Arhat %




CEREE (BERY%E) D
B 0 1995
TREF A > 66x45 cm

Arhat (Nandimitra), Xia Jing Shan,
ink and color on silk

CHEDE (R ) )
L > 1995
KRB AAEA > 67x46 cm
Arhat (Jivaka), Xia Jing Shan,
ink and color on silk
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ZHiL > 1995

KR EIEA  67x46 cm
Arhat (Suvinda), Xia Jing Shan,
ink and color on silk

CRESE (GEMERERE ) )
HHIL > 1995
REFMIEA > 66x45 cm
Arhat (Nakula), Xia Jing Shan,
ink and color on silk

CEREEE (TMMMBETIRE ) >
HHIL > 1995
REF LA > 67x46 cm
Arhat (Nagasena), Xia Jing Shan,
ink and color on silk
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Xia Jing Shan's calligraphy turned his many years of contemplative
understanding and attainment of humanism and Buddhism into
written vernacular Chinese to help with the transmission of
education doctrines.
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Calligraphy, Xia Jing Shan,

ink on paper

Calligraphy, Xia Jing Shan,

ink on paper

Calligraphy, Xia Jing Shan,

ink on paper
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» 2010

HAR » 66x44.3 cm
Calligraphy, Xia Jing Shan,

ink on paper
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BEACK » 68.5x45.3 cm

BEALA 5 68.4x45.8 cm

Calligraphy, Xia Jing Shan,

ink on paper

Calligraphy, Xia Jing Shan,

ink on paper
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Calligraphy
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The Xia Jing Shan Arts and Cultural Foundation was founded in Taiwan in 2014. The chair is Susie
Shiah and Dr. Chao Chung-Chich serves as CEO. The Foundation aims to provide opportunities for the
general public to see the vast Chinese cultural essence embodied in Xia's artworks and the aesthetical
depth demonstrated by his exquisite art.

In order to achieve this goal, the Foundation plans exhibitions in various cultural centers, universities
and temples. The Foundation provides "Xia Jing Shan Social Innovation Scholarship" and issues
the Jing Shan Aesthetics magazine and Journal of Xia Jing Shan’s Art. The first "Jing Shan Classic
Cultural and Creative Arts Award" was held in 2017 to encourage new generations to dialogue with
classic oriental calligraphy and painting arts, deepen the diverse heritage of cultural and creative

industries, and trigger new momentum for art design.

In 2018, the website of "Xia Jing Shan Digital Achieve" collects digital editions of thousands Xia
Jing Shan's works to facilitate the research of various painting and calligraphy arts and the promotion
of cultural and creative industries. The Foundation co-held Xia Jing Shan Academy, with Nanjing
University, to pass down the cultural heritage of Chinese calligraphy and painting. Since 2019, the
Foundation has collaborated with the Centre of Buddhist Studies at SOAS, Sotheby's Institute of
Art in London the Center for China-US Cooperation, University of Denver, Prague College, Lisbon
University, ISCTE Lisbon University Institute and Nanhua University to promote Xia's Aesthetics.
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